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FROM: Vivek Upadhyay, University Executive Registrar 

SUBJECT: Clarification Dual Majors and Dual Degrees  

 

I am writing to further clarify CUNY and NYS guidelines related to dual majors and dual degrees. You might 

recall that EVC Logue issued a message to the Academic Council about dual majors on March 16, 2010, which 

stated:  

  

I am writing to bring to your attention the need for colleges awarding undergraduate degrees to 

students in dual majors to use proper award designation. As you know, all awards must match the 

existing degree programs in NYSED’s Inventory of Registered Programs for that institution. For 

example, if a college has only a BA in Biology registered, it cannot award the student a BS in 

Biology.  The same regulation must also be followed in case of dual majors: for example, a 

student meeting the requirements for a dual major in Computer Science (BS) and Math (BA) 

cannot be awarded a BA in Computer Science.  

  

Students who complete the requirements for two majors from different degree awards have two choices as they 

approach graduation.    

  

In cases where a student completes the requirements for two majors from different award designations, such as 

majors in Business (BBA) and English (BA), the student may be awarded the degree associated with one of the 

two majors. At the time of degree checkout, only one degree with one major will be awarded. However, for the 

identification of the second major: a notation of completion of all of the requirements of the second major will 

reside in the transcript permanent comment section. There is no CUNY-wide or New York State policy that 

precludes students from pursuing two majors from two different award designations, and the completion of such 

dual major combinations can be recorded on the student’s academic record and presented on the transcript as 

a comment. Nor is there a CUNY-wide or New York State policy that prevents coursework taken to complete 

requirements in one major from also fulfilling requirements in a second major, in cases where there is an 

overlap of requirements between two majors.   

  

A second option is for students to receive two degrees and two diplomas.  In order to be awarded two degrees, 

such as a BA and BBA, students must complete at least an additional 30 credits in residence beyond the 

standard 120 total credits required for a bachelor’s degree. Under CUNY guidelines, students who have 

earned a bachelor’s degree will be deemed to have automatically fulfilled the Pathways Common Core as well 

as the College Option requirements and will need to complete all the major requirements and at least 150 total 

credits to earn the second degree. 
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